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Circus is coming
to town / Weekend

First lady: Troops need
more than thanks / 1B

U.S. Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood’s
visit to the Proterra facto-
ry in Greenville on
Thursday may help the
company sell 40 of its bat-
tery-powered transit bus-
es in South America.
Jeff Granato, Proter-

ra’s chief executive, said
his lead contact with the
potential buyer was excit-
ed to hear the top U.S.
transportation official
would visit the plant.
“He said send me pic-

tures immediately of you
with the secretary and
any articles” as he tries to

secure the necessary ap-
provals for the sale, Gra-
nato told The Greenville
News.
Granato said support

from thegovernment can
be important validation
for overseas customers,
though it’s not as key for
U.S. sales.
LaHood, though, said

his visit with Peter Ro-
goff, administrator of the
Federal Transit Adminis-
tration, would likely
boost Proterra’s profile
withU.S. transit agencies
that are potential buyers
of its zero-emissions bus-
es.
Asked if he might en-

courage the District of

Columbia tobuyProterra
buses, LaHood said he
doesn’t run DC’s mass
transit agency.
Then the former Re-

publican congressman
from Illinois said, “I guar-
antee you the story that’s
being told here today
with our presence here
will get out aroundAmer-
ica. I don’t think I really
have to say much more
than that.

“My presence here, I
think, is an endorsement
of what’s going on here.
And almost every transit
district in the country we
have a relationship with.
And when they see me
standing in front of one of
these clean buses with
the administrator, that’s a
pretty good message. I
don’t know if I have to say
much more than that.”
The remarks drew ap-

plause from local busi-
ness and political leaders
who came to hear La-
Hood at Proterra’s tem-
porary factory in the for-
mer Orders Distributing

See BUS on page 3A

Visit may boost
Proterra’s sales

HEIDI HEILBRUNN / Staff

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood talks to Proterraworkers Thursday.

Electric bus maker lauded as model for green jobs
By Rudolph Bell
STAFF WRITER
dbell@greenvillenews.com

BUS PLANT
See photos from Trans-
portation Secretary Ray
LaHood’s Proterra visit at
the link with this story at
GreenvilleOnline.com
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What has historically
been the nation’smost con-
servative appeals court is
on its way to being fully
stocked following Presi-

dentBarackObama’s nom-
ination of Upstate U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Henry Floyd.
Senate confirmation of

Obama’s selection would
represent the president’s
fifth selection to the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-

peals, the endof the line for
now to accomplish any
kind of ideological shift.
However, one former

chief judge said if the nomi-
nation of Floyd represents
any shift, it would be one of
moderation.
“I don’t think Judge

Floydwill be an example of
someonewho’s going to tilt
the court one way or the

other,” said former 4th Cir-
cuit Chief Judge Billy Wil-
kins, who two years ago re-
tired from that court and
returned to Greenville to
private practice.
“It is assumed that

judges somewhat share
the same philosophy as the
president, but that’s not al-
ways the case,” he said. “In
this case, I think everyone

recognizes that Judge
Floyd not only has great
ability, buthe is amiddle-of-
the-road type fellow.”
The nomination to the

15th seat on the court is
rare in thatFloydbeganhis
federal judgeship as the ap-
pointee of a Republican
president, George W.
Bush, but has since been
promoted by a Democrat.

Obama entered office
two years ago with fully
one-third of the 4th Circuit
vacant, providing fodder
for thedebate overhow the
ideology of the court —
known especially for its de-
cisions on Miranda rights
and on holding suspected
terrorists without formal

Upstate’s Floyd placed on bench by
Republican, elevated by Democrat

By Eric Connor
STAFF WRITER
econnor@greenvillenews.com

See JUDGE on page 3A

Obama pick has independent record

and manage evolving risks
withina systemessential to
thewell-being of the Amer-
ican public,” the nearly
600-page report says.
As a result of the crisis,

the nation fell into the
deepest economic slump
in 70 years, destroyingmil-
lions of jobs and costing
taxpayers trillions.
The financial crisis was

fueled by low interest rates
and a booming housing
market. As the subprime
mortgagemarketboomed,
so did demand for packag-
es of risky mortgage-
backed securities.
When the housing bub-

bleburst, thevalueofmort-
gage-backed securities
tumbled, taking down
some of the nation’s big-
gest financial firms.
The FCIC’s analysis in-

cluded a review of millions
of pages of documents, in-
terviews with more than
700 witnesses and 19 days
of public hearings in parts
of the country that were
hard hit by the crisis.
The final report, ap-

proved by the six Demo-
cratic commissioners, said
the crisis was evident long
beforeLehmanBros. fell in
September 2008.
The report says industry

and government players
saw flashingwarning signs
at every turn but chose to
ignore or downplay them.
The commission singles
out the Federal Reserve as
“the one entity” that could
have stemmed the flow of
toxic mortgages but failed
to do so.

A congressionally ap-
pointed panel reported
Thursday that the financial
crisis that set off the Great
Recession was avoidable,
casting a wide net of blame
over regulators and finan-
cial giants alike.
The report offers a de-

tailed and compellingly
written narrative of an epic
financial tailspin.
However, its impact may

be muted because it was
not supported by Republi-
cans on the Financial Cri-
sis Inquiry Commission.
Aftermore than a year of

analysis costing $10 mil-
lion, the 10-member Finan-
cial Crisis Inquiry Com-
mission could not agree
fully, issuing three differ-
ent versions of the story
told along partisan lines.
“The impact is dimin-

ished by political nature of
the report,” says Arthur
Levitt, former Securities
and Exchange Commis-
sion chief
Yet, Ed Mierzwinski of

U.S. PIRG, a consumer
group, says the report vin-
dicates reformspassed last
year. Wall Street firms say
some of the rules harm
U.S. competitiveness. “The
main takeaway is, don’t let
Wall Street roll back Wall
Street reform,” he said.

Majority findings
“The captains of finance

and the public stewards of
our financial system ig-
nored warnings and failed
to question, understand, See CRISIS on page 3A

Meltdown
avoidable,
report says
Politically divided panel blames
industry regulators, financial giants

By Adam Shell, Paul Davidson
and John Waggoner
USA TODAY

It was a clear, cold Tues-
day morning, and school-
children across America
were gathered around TVs
tocheeron the first teacher
in space.
A thrill went through the

lunchroom at A.R. Lewis
Elementary School inPick-
ens that day as theChallen-
ger slowly lifted off the
launch pad.
“They had brought a TV

into the lunchroom, andwe
were sitting there with our
lunch trays,” said Robin
Walsh, a third-grader at the
time. “I remember we all
cheered when it took off.
When it launched from the
pad, we were so excited.”
And then … something

went wrong.
In an instant, all the joy

and excitement turned to
bewilderment, then a terri-
ble sense of loss.
The shuttle, with New

Hampshire high school
teacher Christa McAuliffe
and six other astronauts,
including South Carolina
native Ronald McNair,
were gone. Only a wisp of
white smoke, curling into
the blue sky over Florida

Challenger still brings grief 25 years later
Students, teachers recall the moment of disaster
By Ron Barnett
STAFF WRITER
rbarnett@greenvillenews.com

See SHUTTLE on page 4A

BRUCE WEAVER / The Associated Press

The space shuttle Challenger explodes shortly after lift-
ingoff fromtheKennedySpaceCenter inCapeCanaveral,
Fla., on Jan. 28, 1986.

25 YEARS AGO
See photos from the Chal-
lenger disaster at the link
with this story at Greenvil-
leOnline.com.

High: 55°
Weather, 6B

State gets
the flu / 1B
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S.C. numbers

MIDDAY PICK 3 .................7-6-8

MIDDAY PICK 4 .............3-3-7-6

EVENING PICK 3.................9-1-5

EVENING PICK 4 ..........3-7-4-2

PALMETTO CASH 5 ....................

1-3-10-16-32 Multiplier: 3

WED. POWERBALL

...................................4-5-36-47-58

Powerball: 6 Power Play: 3

Ga. numbers

MIDDAY CASH 3 ...............8-5-7

MIDDAY CASH 4 ............6-1-8-6

EVENING CASH 3..............6-0-4

EVENING CASH 4..........3-4-2-2

FANTASY 5 .......16-26-30-35-37

LOTTERIES
TODAY IN HISTORY
In1986, the space shuttle

Challenger exploded 73
seconds after liftoff from
Cape Canaveral, killing its
seven crew members, in-
cluding teacher Christa
McAuliffe.
In 1547, England’s King

Henry VIII died; he was
succeeded by his 9-year-
old son, Edward VI.
In 1853, Cuban revolu-

tionary Jose Marti was
born in Havana.
In 1973, a cease-fire offi-

ciallywent into effect in the
VietnamWar.

Co. warehouse along Inter-
state 85.
The company, launched

from scratch six years ago
in Colorado, hopes to
break ground in April on a
permanent plant at Clem-
son University’s Interna-
tional Center for Automo-
tive Research, Granato
said, though it’s still work-
ing to secure financing for
the $33 million project.
Proterra plans to hire

1,300 workers eventually.
So far, it employs about 130
people, including contract
workers.
LaHoodpraised thecom-

pany as an example of the
“green” jobs theObamaad-
ministration has been talk-
ing about.
“This is the touchstone

example of what President
Obama talked about in his
State of theUnion Tuesday
night,” LaHood said.
LaHood runs the U.S.

Department ofTransporta-
tion, which includes the
FTA, which funds the tran-
sit agencies that areProter-
ra’s customers.
LaHood hailed Proter-

ra’s collaboration with
Clemson, the FTA and pri-
vate investors who contrib-
uted$20million to thecom-
pany.
“This is a great com-

pany,” he said.
“It represents every-

thing that this administra-
tion believes in, in terms of
green jobs, in terms of
clean-burning buses, in
termsofprivate investment
(combined) with public
dollars, in terms of collab-
oration with the university,
in terms of collaboration
with the community.”
Former Republican Rep.

Gresham Barrett, who at-
tended the event, said he
was glad to see LaHood be
a “cheerleader” for Proter-
ra.
“Having government fo-

cus on the private sector
and say, ‘This is the model.
This is what we need to
do,” I think isagood thing,”
said Barrett, who repre-
sented South Carolina’s
3rd District until relin-
quishing the seat to runun-
successfully for governor

last year.
Proterra’s undisclosed

prospect in South America
is just part of the business
it’s chasing overseas as it
ramps upmanufacturing in
Greenville.
Granato said the com-

pany is negotiatingwith po-
tential buyers in Paraguay,
Brazil, France, Turkey and
Canada and has talked to
officials at the port of
Charleston about export-
ing from Greenville. It’s
also eyeing more orders in
the United States.
Thursday, Doran

Barnes, executive director
of Foothill Transit in Los
AngelesCounty,Calif., said
his board is thinking about
buying another nine buses
from Proterra using $10.2
million from theFTA.Foot-
hill, Proterra’s first custom-
er, is already operating
three of the company’s
Ecoride BE35 models.
“We’ve had visitors from

all throughout the country,
from all throughout the
world that have come to
see the Proterra product in
action. There’s incredible
interest,” Barnes said at
the ceremony in Green-
ville.
“And we’re very excited

about that. In fact at some
point, I think we may ac-
tually have to open up a
travelerandvisitorsbureau
given all the folks that have
been coming to visit us.”
On a separate subject,

LaHood said South Caroli-
na was welcome to take
part in the federal plan to
bring high-speed rail serv-
ice to 80 percent of theU.S.
population over the next 25
years.
“The only advice I would

give you is get your act to-
gether,” LaHood said in re-
sponse to a question from
the audience. “Make a
commitment to do it. Have
a good plan.”
LaHoodsaid thenation is

at the point now with high-
speed rail that it was atwith
interstate development
when President Eisenhow-
er signed the interstate bill
50 years ago.
The federal government

has committed $11 billion
for high-speed rail over the
past two years and “we’re
just starting,” he said.
“So if you all want to get

on the train, we’re ready to
have you join us.”

BUS
FROM PAGE 1A

charges —might shift.
Floyd was backed by

both Democratic Rep. Jim
Clyburn and Republican
Sen. LindseyGraham, who
saidFloyd “is a solid choice
who will serve the people
of the 4th Circuit well.”
Floyd has “demonstrat-

ed unwavering integrity
and a firm commitment to
public service,” Obama
said in announcing the
nomination to the court
that hears appeals in South
Carolina and North Caroli-
na, Virginia, Maryland and
West Virginia.
In an interview with The

Greenville News, Floyd said
he couldn’t ruminate on
how his nomination and
the confirmation of other
Obama appointees recent-
ly could influence the
court’s decisions.
“It’s obviously been

changed in terms of the
number of nominees,” he
said, “but I don’t know any-
thing about the direction at
this point in time. I want to
apply the rule of law anddo
what’s right.”
The court’s ideological

leanings can’t fully be eval-
uated until a body of work

emergeswith the influence
of five new judges in the
past two years, said Miller
Shealy, a Charleston
School of Law professor.
“There will always be

some change one way or
the other,” Shealy said,
“but I think if there’s
anyone out there who saw
great change swiftly, …
they are either going to be
disappointed or pleasantly
surprised depending on
their point of view.”
Shealy acted as local

counsel for the U.S. De-
partmentof Justice andDe-
partment of Defense in the
case of Jose Padilla, a land-
mark case for Floyd, who
issued an opinion in the
case that was at odds with
the administration that had
appointed him.
Padilla was a U.S. citizen

accused of consorting with
terrorists to plan a domes-
tic attack and was fighting
his detainment without
charges in Charleston as
an “enemy combatant.”
In June 2004, theU.S. Su-

preme Court ruled in a
split decision that a South
Carolina federal judge
should rule onwhether Pa-
dilla should have access to
civil court, a taskultimately
passed on to Floyd.
In February 2005, Floyd

ruled Padilla should be al-
lowed access to the federal

courts, a decision legal ex-
perts called difficult given
the political environment.
A panel of the 4th Circuit

overturned Floyd’s ruling,
but a Supreme Court hear-
ing on the issue was cir-
cumvented when the Bush
administration had Padil-
la’s case transferred to ci-
vilian court.
Padilla was convicted of

federal charges and sen-
tenced to17years inprison.
In another case, Floyd

ruled the government
could detain Ali Saleh Kah-
lah al-Marri, a Qatari na-
tional whom prosecutors
said was amaterial witness
in the Sept. 11 attacks. Al-
Marri later pleaded guilty
to federal charges when
his case was transferred to
civilian courts.
“It took a lot of backbone

to do the right thing,” said
Wilkins,whoas chief judge
had Floyd serve “by desig-
nation” on the appeals

court from time to time.
“He’s viewed as someone
who calls it like he sees it
and doesn’t let political is-
sues influence his deci-
sions.”
Floyd also is noted for

presiding over the case of
Tony Trout, a former
Greenville County council-
manconvictedof computer
spying, as well as the case
of Bruce Windsor, who
pleaded guilty in his dra-
matic robbery of a Green-
ville bank.
Upon confirmation,

Floyd would fill the seat of
Karen Williams of Orange-
burg, who served as chief
judge after Wilkins for two
years before stepping
down in 2009 because of
medical concerns.
Greenville native Wil-

liam Traxler Jr. ascended
to the chief judgeship,
marking the third South
Carolinian in a row to serve
in the position.

JUDGE
FROM PAGE 1A

Although theFederalRe-
serve held hearings on
predatory mortgages as
early as 2000, it failed to fol-
low through on proposals
to require lenders to verify
that borrowers could repay
their mortgages.
The commissioncon-

cluded Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac “followed
rather than ledWall Street”
and so were not a “primary
cause” of the crisis. That
contradicts the view of
some Republicans.

Major dissent
Commission Vice Chair-

man Bill Thomas, a former
congressman and one of
the three Republican dis-
senters, said the view-

points of the commission’s
Republicanmembers were
downplayed in the report.
The Republican trio ar-

gue that the report blames
misstepsmade byU.S. reg-
ulators and bankers and ig-
nores the global nature of
the crisis.
That dissenters place

most of the blame on a glut
of savings from China and
other countries that found
theirway to theU.S., result-
ing in record low interest
rates.
A second view from the

other GOP panel member,
PeterWallisonof theAmer-
ican Enterprise Institute, is
that government policy to
increase homeownership
in the U.S. resulted in less
stringent mortgage under-
writing standards and
some 27 million risky sub-
prime loans that set the
housingmarket up for a fall
once the real estate bubble
began to deflate.

CRISIS
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